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COMMTIN  [CATIONS 


For  tlie  Primitive  Baptist. 
Dear  BROTiica  Temple  . 

I  ask  a  place  in  your  paper  for  the  sub. 
joined  communication.  As  appears  upon 
its  face,  it  was  ^  •■>ially  de  signed  for  pub; 
lication  in  the^  .'i;2us  of  the  Times,  and  was, 
forwarded  to  tm.  Jitor,  early  after  it  wjis 
written,  for  that  purpose,  but  which  he  de- 
clined wiJhout  assigning  any  reason,  though 
the  reader  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  judge  the 
cause. — Old  news-papers,  are  sometimes 
dangerous  things. 

It  is  no  use  to  attempt  to  disguise  the 
matter  any  longer,  as  the  fucis,  stubborn, 
and  irresistable,  stare  us  in  the  face,  that 
the,  so  called,  Old  School  [baptists  are  as 
wide  apart  as  the  poles;  and  whilst  we 
may  admire  the  good  motives  which  appear 
to  be  ?nani(osted  in  some,  who  have  recent, 
ly  exhorted  so  earnestly  to  Jove  and  to  un- 
ion, <^'C.^  we  can  but  wonder 'why  they  have 
not  already  seen  that  the  contest  is  as 
strictly  aiid  fairly  between  tru!li  and  error. 


as  it   has  ever  been 


HI   any  past  age  oi 


the  world,  (m- !;iitory  of  the  church. 

And  wh  c;  is  the  christian  whose  vision 
is  not  obscured  by  the  cunning  crafLiness 
and  slight  of  men,  that  would  dare  venture 
upon  the  experiment  of  pleading  (or  heresy, 
and  of  labouring  fo  maintain  an  union  be- 
tween  the  saints  of  the  most  high  God,  and 
the  persecutors  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
whether  sailing  under  Old  or  New  School 
columns  ? 

For  my  own  part,  whatever  others  may 


think  or  say  in  regard  to  this  matter,  my 
mind  has  long  since  been  made  up  that, 
come  what  may — let  the  consequences  he  the 
loss  of  all  things,  1  cannot,  will  not,  ^^give 
■place,  hy  s\ihjection^*  to  Ihose  innova- 
tions, ^^no,  not  for  a  moment." 

1  hope  J  can  say  with  the  Psalmist,  in 
sincerity  and  in  trullt,  in  reference  to  this 
subject,  "my  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my 
heart  is  fixed."  If  the  question  admitted 
of  a  single  doubt,  that,  peradventure  they 
might  be  right  and  I  wrong,  I  could  not  thus 
speak  ;  but  every  v&stage  ofdouht  is  remov- 
I  edfrom  my  mind^  and  the  truth,  upon  those 
I  points  is  made  as^  clear  to  my  understand- 
ing as  the  sun,  and  by  the  witness  of  God 
himself  which  I  cannot  disregard  or  re- 
ject. 

i  I  hate  contention  and  strife. — I  love  the 
\  society  and  tellow.ship  of  those  who  stand 
I  in  a  priXession  of  Christianity,  but  I  hope  I 
'  love  Christ  and  his  truth  more  ;  and  whenev- 
j  er  the  test  is  presented,  and  1  have  to  choose 
[between  them,  I  must  abanr'on  the  former 
;and  cleave  to  the  latter  :  '•^Let  God  hetrue , 

and  every  man  a  liar.''  '  - 

I     It  is  not  the  first  time  that   I  have  been 

made  to  pull  out  a  right  eye,  or  cut  ofTa 
I  right  hand. — And    I    would    say  to  you, 

brother  Temple,  and  to  all  others  who 
i  stand  as  Watchmen  upon  the  walls  of  Zion 
!  in  the  language  of  Mordecai  to  the  Queen — 
/'!f  thou  altogether  boldest  thy  peace  at 
;ihis  time,  then  shall  there  enlargement  and 

deliverance  arise  to  the  Jews  from  another 

place.'' 

It  is  an  eventful  time — Old  Arius  has  a- 
risen  from  the  dead,  and  we  are  fighting 
e  batt  1  es  of  the  3rd,  and    Uh,  Centuries 
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over  again.  And  as  quite  pertinent  to  the 
subject,  I  will  present  an  extract  from  the 
historian  upon  the  Pelagian  heresy : — 
"Thus  it  appears  thai  heresies  are  revived, 
rem  age  to  age,  with  new  names,  and  un- 
er  new  dresses,  carrying  the  appearance 
of  something  original,  and  not  allowed  to 
be  the  same  things  which  had  been  long  a- 
go  exploded  and  refuted."  Mil.  Chh.  His. 
Vol.  1st — page  4'-J0. 

And  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  ihey 
say  by  way  oi praising  Christ,  saying  he  is 
God — a  divine  person,  &c.  so  long  as.  they 
contend  that,  in  his  character  as  the  Son  of 
God,  the  life  and  head  of  the  church,  he  is 
a  Creature — God,  is  (?rod,  all  say,  except 
avowed  atheists  ;  and  to  compliment 
Christ  as  being  Divine,  &;c.  amounts  to 
nothing  whilst  they  maintain  that  he  was 
*'the  first  production  of  Divine  power,"  for 
there  cannot  be  a  created  God,  or  Divinity. 

To  say,  ^'Hail  Master'"  and  kiss  him,  is  an 
old    device — it    was  practiced  upwards  of 

1800  years  ago.  Solemn  avowals  of  their 
faith  in  the  Divinity  and   God   Flead  of 

Christ  weigh  nothing  with  rnc  whilst  all 
that  they  have  said  about,  <*The   creature- 1 


ed  worthy  to  suffer  for  Christ,  and  reproa- 
ched for  his  name. 

If  1  have  done  them  injustice,  1  am  ready 
and  willing  to  make  reparation.  As  to 
the  sentiments  I  charge  upon  them,  1 
will  not  put  tliem  to  the  task  of  proving  a 
negative  ;  that  is,  of  proving  that  they  do 
not  hold  the  doctrines  imputed  to  them  ;  but 
let  them  publish  what  I  have  written  and 
call  me  to  the  proof,  and  if  I  do  not  produce 
it,  1  will  stand  convicted  of  their  charges. 

1  have  preached  and  written  against  their 
doctrine,  concerning  the  Son  of  God,  and 
charged  that  it  is  Arianism,  and  1  here  re  . 
peat  if.  My  controversy  is  against  senti- 
ments, not  against  individuals,  only  so 
far  as  they  are  identifisd  with  those  senti- 
ments. 

i  have  no  design  or  idea,  bro.  Ti^mple, 
of  lenewing  this  controversy  through  the 
Primitive  Baptist.  But  from  letters  receiv- 
ed from  various  parts  of  the  country  I  an 
satisfied  that  our  brethren  are  much  in  the 
dark  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  there- 
fore  the  necessity  ot  the  present  efTorl  to 
j  undeceive  them. 

May  the  Lord  direct  and  guide  his  chosen- 


ship  of  our  Lord  in  reference  to  his  head- 
^hip,"  and  that,  "There  is  a  priority  of  ex- 
istence wiihthe  Father,"  &c. — remains  un_ 
taken  away.  Let  these,  and  similar  de- 
clarations, with  the  doctrines  contained  in 
them,  be  withdrawn  and  disavowed,  with 
a  frank  and  open  acknowledgement  of  the 
errors  embraced  in  them,  and  then  we  can 
hear  and  receive  all  that  is  said  about  the 
God  Head  and  Divinity  of  Christ.  Less 
than  that  will  not  suffice— will  never  satis, 
fy  the  churches  of  Christ. 

It  all  therefore  remains  with  them. 
They  have  "caused  divisions  and  offences 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  we  have  learned 
Let  them  withdraw  and  disavow  the  doc- 
Jrines  which  have  caused  those  divisions, 
and  the  warfare  will  cease.  It  is  a  small 
matter  as  to  what  they  say  about  me.  I 
hink  myself  highly  honored  in  being  count. 


ones  in    this  dark  and  cloudy  day. 
1  remain  yours  in   the  bonds   and  afflic 
tions  ofthe  Gospel. 

JOHN  CLARK. 
Bellefair  Mills,  S tafford  Co.,Va.,  ^ 
SOih  March,  1853.  ^ 


'For  The  Signs  of  The  Times. 


To 


The  Churches  of  the  saints,  and  to  the 
faithful  brethren  in  Christ : 

As  my  name  w^ill  cease  to  appear  among 
the  "List  of  Agents"  for  the  Sign?  of  the 
Times  from  the  date  of  the  publication  of 
this  communication  in  that  paper,  it.  I)e. 
comes  me,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  to 
present  to  you  my  reason  for  such  decision. 

The  first  No.,  of  the  first  Vol.  ofthe  Signs 
was  issued  on  the  28th  Nov.  1832;  just 
two  months  after  the  meeting  at  Black 
Rock,  and  the  proceedings  of  that  .nieetjiig 
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including  the  Address  and  Declaration  of  j  Ij^eihrei),  upon  this  ground  I  stood,  and 
principles,  (which  latter  is  preceded  by  a  |  gtill  stand.  But  as  still  farther  prelimina- 
celected  article  upon  Justijicaiion  in  which  j  ry  to  what  1  have  to  say  in  this  commutli- 
ihe  Ja/e  of  Jus'.ification  is  maintained  to  be  j  cation,  1  beg  leave  hero  to  introduce  an  ex- 
eternal,  which ,  of  course,  includes  that  view  '  tract  fi  om  a  letter  of  Elder  Trott  on  pages 
of  the  sudject  upon  the  "scriptural  senti- 1  174  and  5  of  the  Isl  Vol.  of  the  Signs, 
inents,"  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of ;  which  not  only  clearly  expresses  my  senti- 
principles,)  dated  28ih  Sept. ,  are  published  ;  ments,  but  i.-^  fully  expressive  of  my  feelings 
in  that  No.  |  in  the  present  undertaking. 

I  became  a  subscriber  for  the  paper-  in  "Indeed  1  cannot  conceive  hov/ a  person 
the  begining  and  have  continued  so  to  this  can  be  brought  experimentally  to  know 
lime  ;  and  have  now  in  possession,  I  think,  ■  and  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  not 
a  copy  of  every  Vol.  that  has  been  publish-  i  so  feel  his  heart  bound  to  that  truch,  that  tho 
ed.  1  did  not  sign  the  Black  Rock  Address^  \  setting  up  of  any  thing  in  opposition  to  that 
about  which  so  much  was  said  in  the  New- 1  truth  would  be  like  rending  his  own  soul. 
Scool  Journals,  simply  because  I  was  not  |  There  is  in  this  tru^h  as  it  is  known  and 
present  at  the  meeting,  but  I  approved  of  it '  felt  by  the  believers,  every  thing  to  enlist 
then  in  the  main  and  do  still,  with  the   plat- j  all  the  better  feelings  ot   the    soal.  Th& 

Glory  of  the  three — One  God  is  involved  ia 
it.    Tlie  sovereignty,  glory,  wisdom,  love 


ferm  of  principles  accompanying  it. 

The  Cognomen  of  "O/cZ  School"  was 
given  us,  and  adopted  by  us  ;  and  the  party  |  and  mercy  of  the  Father ;  the  love  faith- 
advocating  "Benevolent  Institutions,"  &;c.jfulness  and  powerof  the  Son,  and  the  effi» 
were  called  ''iYe?<;   School.^^    These   epi- j  cacy  and  completion  of  his  work,  and  sover- 


ihels,  Old  and  ISeio  were  understood  by  us  to 
be  applicable  on  the  one  hand  to  those  who 
adhered  to  the  doctrine  and  Order  of  the  An- 


eignty,  faithfulness  and  divine  energies  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  are  all  so  contained  i«,  and 
connected   with    the  truth   of  the  Gospel, 


cienl  School  of  Christ,    who  were  seeking  |  ^ij^t  t^ere  never  has  been  a.system  of  doc- 


tor  ihe  old  put  fiSj  and  were  f)und  walking! 
therein;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  term 
New  School  was  considered  nppropriale  to 
all  those  of  the  Arminian  tribe  who  were 
advocating   new    doctrine   and  measures. 


trine  contrived  by  men,  but  what  has 
struck  directly  at  one  or  more  of  these  di- 
vine attributes. 

Aiiai:-!,  the  believer  knows  that  the  whole 


which  had  their  origin  in   the    wisdom    of !  ^^"^'"^^^^  Father,  Word 

men.  That  this  was  the  ground  we  then  | Holy  Ghost,  is  necessary  to  secure  the. 
occupied  in  our  original  stand  against  new  '  salvation  of  the  sinner  ;  hence  as  any  f  t* 
schemes  and  devices  in  religion,  will  appear '  the  divine  attributes  are  left  out  or  thrown 
abundantly  clear  to  every  one  who  (tho'  he  j  into  the  back  ground,  by  any  system  inlro- 
was  not  familiar  with  our  stand  and  procee- j  Juced,  he  must  feel  that  the  foundation  of 
dings  at  that  date)  will  but  consult  the  record  !  j^^pe  .^nd  comfort  is  struck  at  ;  and  at 
of  those  proceedings  and  the  correspondence  |  same  time  he  knows  that  as  such  sys- 
throughlhe  Signs,  as  the  following   sample  |  and  re.ted  upon,  so  his  fel- 


will  show  for  the  present 


low-men  are  deceived  into  a  confidence  in 


See  Eider  Troll's  letter  on  the    17lh  pnorei" '  " 

,    .     -r,,  ,      T   1     J'  1         I  that  whioh  will  leave  them  to  perish  at  last  ; 
VoL  1st,  introducincr  blder  L^^land  s  letter.  ^ 


In  the  close  of  his  letter  he  says  : — "In 
these  things  it  w  i.l  be  seen  by  the  letter 
Faiher  Leland  is  with  us  ; — that  instead  of 
considering  new  schemes,  improvements ^  he 
considers  them  defection  and  apostaoy, 
Bui  the  letter  will  speak  fui  itself,'-  Now, 


and  knowing  all  this;  can  the  christian  re- 
frain  fiom  manifesting  his  arbhorence  ot 
such  a  system,  and  his  opposition  to  it  ? 
Thai  christian  must  be  under  the  influence 
of  a  most  dastardly  spirit  who  can  turn  from 
such  divine  glory  and  excellency  as  is  iii 
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the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  or  who  clui  a[)i)ro.  | 
bate  or  even  wink  at  any  attempt  to  deface 
it,  and  that  from  the  mean  desire  of  ihpreby 
securing  a  lillle  worldy  ease  and  worldy  ap- 
plause." 

As  the  author  of  this,  we  might  charitably 
hope,  felt  the  full  force  of  what  he  wiole,  so 
and  1  feel  in  adopting  it;  and  feel  ii  as 
applicable  in  a  good  measure  to  and 
the  conductors  of  the  Signs,  who  have  de- 
parted from  the  original  ground  assumed,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  specifica- 
tions: First,  on  the  doctrine  of  justifica. 
tion,  I'his,  as  1  have  shown,  was  viewed 
in  the  ancient  creed  as  eternal;  and  as 
farther  appears  from  the  Nos.  published  in 
the  2nd  Vol.  of  the  Signs,  page  163,  196 
and  244  upon  Eternal  Justification,  with 
the  Editorial  sanction.  But  at  a  later  date 
Elder  Trott  introduced  his  new  theory  up- 
cn the  subject  which  after  pretty  full  dis- 
cussion, in  which  several  participated' 
the  subject  was  droped,  tho'  the  Editor  was 
carried  by  the  board,  and  came  out  a  con- 
vert  to  the  new  theory. 

This  1  did  not  consider  a  sufficient  cause 
to  abandon  the  Signs,  and  hence  contin- 
ued still  topatr^ise  them. 

Next  came  the  war  upon  creeds  and 
confessions  of  faith,  which  resulted  in  wi- 
ping  out  the  creed  of  the  Warwick  Asso. 
eiation  ;  and  which  was  succeeded  by  a 
controversy  between  Elder  Beebe  and  tbe 
brethren  of  Licking  Association. 

But  to  show  how  that  accorded  with 
first  principles,  I  will  give  an  extract  from 
the  letter  of  Elder  Trott  from  which  the 
foregoing  extract  was  made,  page  275,  Vol. 
1st  of  the  Signs.  ''I  know  thut  great  exer- 
tions are  making  to  put  down  all  confess- 
iops  of  (aith,  by  those  who  are  afraid  »to 
have  their  principles  seethe  light. 

I  am  surprised  that  any  lover  of  the 
Word  shou\d  join  them  in  the  attempt. 
Let  tViem  succeed  and  we  shall  see  Unita- 
rians, and  Trinitarians,  Universalists  and 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  &c  &;c 
— all  united  in  one  mingled  mass  in  battle 
array  against  the  truth     let   us  separate 


ourselves  from  the  whole  mixed  multitude. " 
He  then  advises  to  dro>>  the  name  '^Phil- 
adelphia  Confession"  because  it  had  been 
abased,  &c,  but  continues — -det  us  make 
an  equivocal  declaration  of  what  we 
believe  to  be  the  faith  and  practice  taught 
in  the  Vv^ord  of  God,  as  we  have  learned 
it  in  the  School  of  Christ." 

Comment  upon  this  is  unnecessary. 
Next,  and  last,  I  shall    notice    is  the 
doctrine  of  a  created  Son  of  God,   and  its 
concomitants  as  briefly    touched    in  the 
Circular  of  the  Corresponding  Assb.  this 
year  and  more  at  largo    in   the  Warwick 
Circular.    The  avowal  of  this  doctrine  — 
the  life  giving  spirit  of  God  is  a  created 
existence — was  made    by   Elder  Trott  in 
his  controversy  with  "the    brethren  about 
Fort  Mountain"  though  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  he  had  on   iormer    occasions  in 
letters  to  bro.  Baiten  and  others,  and  his 
articles  upon  the  Son-ship  of  Christ,  ex- 
pressed himself  in  a  way  which  now  ap- 
pears in    harmony    with    that  sentiment, 
"such  as  the  creature-ship    of  our  Son  in 
reference  to  his  head-ship,"  &c. 

1  need  only  add,  in  reference  to  the 
controversy  which  I  had  with  him  through 
the  SigKS,  that  after  its  close  in  the  paper 
it  was  continued  for  a  while  privately,  but 
with  no  better  success  than  appeared  upon 
the  face  of  what  was  published. 

From  all  that  I  can  gather  from  what 
they  have  written  upori    this    point,  and 
with  an  ardent  desire  to  know  the  truih,and 
not  to  be  found  fighting  against  it,  the  doc- 
i  trine  is  this  : — 

That  Christ  in  his  person  and  charae- 
ter  as  ,the  Son  of  God  is  the  first  produc 
tion  of  divine  power,  that  is,  the  first 
creature  that  God  made  ;  which  is  proven 
as  they  think  by  the  expressions — the 
beginning  of  the  creation  of  God — the 
first  born  of  every  creature  ;  that  conse- 
quently as  the  life  and  head  ol  his  church 
he  is  a  creature — created  in  eternity  and 
his  people  created  in  him. — That  he  is, 
as  the  Son  of  God,  inferio*  to  the  Father, 
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because  the  Father  created  him,  and  has 
a  prior  existence  lohim. 

That  God  made  the  Worlds  by  him  as 
Solomon  made  the  Temple  by  Hyram,  that 
is,  as  his  servant  or  instrument.  That  we 
are  no',  quickened  or  req^enerated  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  of  Eloly  Ghost,  and  consc' 
quently  are  not  the  children  of  God  in  that 
sense,  else  we  would  be  little  gods.  But  we 
arequickened  by  the  infusion  of  this  created 
spirit,  and  hence  our  life  is  not  in  God,  or 
God  is  not  the  life  of  the  Church.  That 
this  life  is  not  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  or  in 
him  as  the  essential  word,  but  in  this  unde- 
fined cxis/ence,  and  which /z/c.  and  his  peo- 
ple v-itk  him^  died,  arose  again  and  ascended 
to  heaven,  &c.  This  condensed  formula 
contains,  whit  I  am  well  sa'isfierl  I  cm  prove 
from  the  record  whenever  called  to  it,  as 
their  sentiments  upon  this  vital  and  funda- 
mental point  of  doctrine — the  character  of 
ihe  Son  of  God. 

I  have  no  desire  to  hold  the  E'litor 
responsible  for  what  his  correspondents  write, 
unless  he  makes  himself  so,  but  he  havingr 
come  out  fully  upon  a  branch  of  this  subject 
in  the  Warvvich  Circular  ;  and  characterised 
the  proceedings  of  th.e  Ketoctan  Association 
ns ''proscriptive,^' in  which  they  declare  non- 
fellowship  for  this  and  other  heresies,  there- 
by professing  the  doctrine  which  the  Asso. 
rejects,  these  combine  to  prove  to  my  mind 
that  he  is  on  that  side  of  the  question*  wh'^ch 
fully  determines  my  course  as  to  tho  Signs 
in  future.  Had  the  old  Ketoctan  passed 
these  resolutions  20  years  ago,  it  would 
have  been  hailed  in  the  Signs  with  a  floijrish 
of  capitals  a3  indicative  of  the  Mirch  of 
truth  and  thedown  Tall  of  anti  christ.  But 
now  without  even  letting  the  readers  of  the 
Signs  know  what  the  Association  done, 
condemns  their  proceedings  as  proscripLive. 
Who  is  proscribed  ?  No  one,  I  understnnd, 
acknowledged  before  the  Asso.  the  doctrines 
they  condemned  ;  and  certainly  the  declara- 
tion of  no  fellowship  on  the  part  of  the  Asso.  I 
can  effect  no  one  except  those  who  be- ! 
lievf»  the  doctrines  they  reject. 

Elder  Beebe  inli mates  in  his  discussion  I 
with  Elder  VVilliiims,  that  he  has  always! 
maintained  the  dcrclrine  of  the  Circular,  and  j 
that  the  church  Qf  Christ  has  always  held  j 


it.  I  malie  issue  with  him  upon  both  o* 
these  averments^  and  call  for  the  proof. 
Certainly  he  hns  not  always  maintained  it 
through  the  Signs.  And  I  have  Jones, 
Milnei.  Eusebeus,  with  other  histories  of 
lesser  rvote,  and  have  read  some  in  Mosheim, 
but  have  not  seen  it  in  any  as  mainlaixied  by. 
the  true  church. 

He  said  something  to  Elder  Williams 
about  Po^-t'^,  which  I  was  truly  astonished' 
to  hear.  I  did  not  understand  Eld.  W.  to  2:0 
any  farther  than  simply  to  dissent  from  the 
doctrine  of  the  Circular.  Did  he  intimate 
that  the  Warwick  Association  or  the  Editor 
had  no  right  to  publish  what  they,  believe  to 
be  true  ?  I  think  not  ;  but  the  spirit  that 
would  say  thac  we  must  not  dissent  from  or 
criticise  those  views,  or  anything  else  which 
we  do  not  believe  to  be  true,  is  truly  Pontifie- 
al 

Elder  Williams  need  not  contend  for  his 
peculiar  interpretation  of  the  passage  cited 
in  Isaiah,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  a  success- 
full  vindication  of  the  doctrine  he  appears  lO' 
be  contending  for.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
description  ofthe  great  ciptain  of  salvation 
coming  up  from  the  field  of  battle  ;  and  if 
Christ  was  alone  in  reiuming  from  battle  as  a 
conqerer^  he,  of  course,  must  have  been  alone  in. 

fighting  the  battle. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  Circular  waa  written 
to  counteract  a  heresy  which  jome  preacher 
had  advanced  within  the  bounds  of  the  Asso. 
— thatCarisi  hid  no  e.x:istence  before  his  in- 
carnation- And  this  is  certainly  a  gross  her- 
esy  ;  but  I  cannot  see  ho  w  one  error  is  to  be 
put  down  by  the  propagation  of  anot  her,nor 
how  a  creature  made  in  eternity  has  any 
preference  over  one  made  in  time. 

I  will  now  present  .in  contrast  what  I 
understand  to  bo  the  scriptural  doctrine  upon 
these  points.  The  most  casual  observer 
must  have  seen  that  this  doctrine  in  relation 
[0  the  character  of  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God, 
is  a  denial  of  the  equality  of  the  Son  with 
the  Father,  and  is  allied  to  the  new  theory  of 
the  lif.3  of  the  church  dying;  and  the  church 
dying,  rising  and  ascending  with  that  life, 
&c.  The  former  branch  ot  the  scheme 
runs  into  AUieism^  and  the  Liter  into  the 
grossest  ^'l'wu'/jifl/u6v«^  and  is  a  denial  of  the 
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actual  substitutions  of  Christ /or  or  instead  of 
his  people,  which  I   will   shew    from  the 
Signs  is  contrary  to  the  doctrine  formerly 
contended  for  by  those  who  now  arc  advo- 
cating it.    First  then,  upon  the  first  branch, 
and  UDon  which  I  have  now  but  little  to  say.  | 
I  take  this  declaration  as  a  fliir  statement  of: 
the  doctrine; — "There  is  a  priority  of  exis- ■ 
tence  with  the  Father."    If  this  is  true  the  ■ 
Son  cannot  be  e?uaZ  to  the  Father,   and  it 
would  therefore  be  »*o66ery  in  him   to  claim 
that  equality.    Again,  if  this  is  true  there 
was  a  period  when  the  Son  did  not  exist,  and  i 
of  course,  there  could  then    have  been-  no  j 
Father,  for  jhat  is  a  relative  term  and  cannot 
apply  to  God  under   such  circumstances, 
and  so  we  are  into  Athei?m  a1  once. 

Secondly,  As  to   the  second  branch- — 
Christ  the  Head  and  life  of  the  Church.  | 
The  scriptures  reveal  this  life,  as  existing  j 
in  Christ  the  essential  Word — the  true  God  } 
and  eternal  life.    For   we   read.- -In  the  j 
beginning  was  the  Word  and   the  Word 
"was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God  *  * 
-'In  him  was  life,   &c."  That 
is,  in  God  was  life.    John  1st.  ch. 

If  this  life  was  in  his  humanity — that  in 
which  he  suffered  and  died  on  the  ':ross, 
then  the  church  had  no  life  until  fie  took  on 
livnthesecd  of  Abraham,  But  we  read  that 
"as  the  children  were  partakers  cf  flesh  and 
blood  he  also  himself  likewise  look  part  of 
the  same  ;  that  through  death  he  might 
destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death' that 
IS,  the  devil,  &c."  They  were  ohildrm  then 
anterior  to  his  assumption  of  human  nature 
— the  child  ren  that  the  Father  had  given 
him,  who  were  chosen  in  him  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  and  predestinated  to 
the  adoption  ofsons,  &c.  As  early  as  the 
existence  of  Christ,  which  is  without  date-- 
for,  "from  everlasting  to  everlasting  tho'i 
art  God" — so  early  his  people  ?xistpd  in 
him,  and  bad  their  life  not  only  hid  with  him 
in  God,  hut  he  was  their  lifr^  for  when  Christ,  who 
is  our  life,  shall  appear,  we  shall  appear  with 
him  in  glory.  This  life  the  conclave  of  Herod 

and  Pontius  Pilate,   with    the   gentiles   and  the 

])eopleofIsi-ael^  and  all  the  powers  of  earth  and 
hell  combined  besides,  could  never  reach  or 
destroy.  These  had  ^^p"*  ./'om^-j  •  when  they 
aamc  upon  him  to  eat  up  his  flesh,  when  hi^ 


soul  was  made  an  ofl^ering  for  sin,  and  vvhen 
he  cried  out,  inysoul  is  troubled — my  soul  is 
exceeding  sorrowful  even  unto  death.  Here 
he  suffered  for  sir.s  the  just  for  the  unjust, 
being  put  to"  death  in  the  flesh  but  quicken- 
ed by  the  Spirit. — Here  he  bare  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree,  and"  suffered  for 
us  in  the  flesh.    It  was  here  that  the  Dec- 
laration of  God  by  the  Prophet  was  accom- 
plished.— "Awake,  O,  sword,   against  my 
shepherd,  against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow, 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  smite  the  shepherd 
and  the  sheep  shall  be  sctttered;  and  I  will 
turn  mine  hand  upon  the  little  ones."  Christ 
thus  entered    in    with  his   own  precious 
blood,  which  is  the  price  of  redemption,  and 
in  the  sacrifice   and   ofTering    we   see  the 
Priest^  the  ^^'er  and  the  Lamh.    But  I  cannot 
now  enlarge  upon  the  point    without  oc- 
cupying too  mueh  space.    It  is   enough  to 
know  that  in  the  sufferings  and   death  of 
Christ,  in  which  a  fall  and  complete  atone- 
ment was  made  for  his  church;  vvho  stood 
related  to  him  by  an  eternal  and  indissoluble 
tie ;  his  divinity,    though   in   union  with 
his  humanity,  did  not, it  could   not,  either 
suffer  or  die,  and  that  the    Atonement  was 
vicarious,  as  Christ  stood  under   the   law  as 
the  substitute  of  his  people. 

And   here  I    wish   to    present  another 
f-xiract  from  a  Utter  of  Eider   Trott,  page 
1239,   vol.    1st  ofthe  Signs,  which  is  well 
I  worth  the  labour  of  transcribing  and  repub- 
1  lishing. 

f     Speaking  of  some  seritiment  advanced  by 
/Elder  Raymond  ho   siys;  '"he  speaks  of 
I  substitution    as    involving    a  s^pirdtion 
between  Christ  and  his  people."    Do  not  the 
scriptures  tench  a  manifest  separation  in  this 
respect  ?    Was   Christ    created  wiih  his 
people  in  Adam  ?  If  so,  he  is  but  a  creature 
j  and  a  branch  of  a  fnllen  stock.    Or  was  he 
I  as  the  head  of  his  people  sat  up    under  the 
jlaw?  If  so,  the  inheritance  comingthrough 
j  him  must  tail.     On  the  other   hand  Christ 
I  being  tne  Elder  brother  of  his  people  in  the 
'  everlasting  covenant,  it  was  h's  province  to 
interpose  himself  as  their  redeemer  that  the 
lawmightnot   remain   a    barrier  to  their 
being  put  in  possession  of  the  inheritance  be- 
queathed in  the  better  Testament.  Hence 
I  it  is  said  he  ira.s   made  sin — or  rallierj  a  ^in- 
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q/fe l  ing,  for  us,  who  hiow  no  sin,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  Godinhim^  See  2  Cor, 
5,21,  and  Gal.  3,  13. 

Ifl  know  any  thing  of  the  use  of  words 
the  doctrine oftheselexls  is  the  doctrine  of 
substitution;  and  the  word  for  is  used  in 
them,  in  the  sense  ofj  instead  of,  being 
made  a  curse  for  us  ;  for  what  purpose  ?  to  deliver 
us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  .  Did  he  not  then 
rndure  that  curse  which  he  would  deliver 
his  people  from?  And  would  they  not  have 
suffered  tho  curse  if  hf?  hid  not  borne  it? 
What  isthisbul  his  bearinor  it  in  ihrir  stead 
and  what  can  that  be  but  substitution? 
Again,  wo  are  told  lhat  Christ  laid  down  his 
life  for  his  sheep.  Now  if  he  did  not  lay 
rlovvn  his  life  in  the  place  of  the  sheep, 
how  will  wo  find  an  atonement  in  the  death 
of  Christ  ?  and  how  will  we  find  a  ransom 
in  it  ?  If  he  laid  down  his  life  Tor  us  in 
any  other  sense  than  as  suffering  that 
punishment  which  was  due  to  our  trans- 
gressions ;  I  repeat  it,  there  was  no  ran. 
fiorn  price  in  the  death  of  Christ  ;  for  a 
ransom  is  an  equivalent,  rendered  for  the 
demand  against  those  to  bo  ransomed,  H^'^^^^ 
and  consequently  involves  substitution." 

The  Editorial  eiidorsation  of  this   is  in 
the  f ollowing  nolo, 

*'The  letter  of  our  hro.  Trott,  in  reply 
io  bro.  Raymond  oii  the  subject  of  substi- 
tution  is  in  accordance  with  our  views  on 
that  subject."  Thus  it  appears  that  what 
was  sound  0!d  School  doctrine  20  years 
ago  is  not  Old  School  now  !  Then  it  was 
for  his  people,  or  in  their  slead,  voiv  it  is  ^ 
with  tkcm. 

If  in  the  death  of   Christ  there 
ransom  price,  and  if  a  ransom  is  an  ecjuiv-  j 
alent  rendered    for    the    demand    against  i 
those  to  be  ransomed,  and  the    church,  or 
sinners,  died  with  Christ,  &c.,   Then  ihey 
aided  in  the  payment  of  that    ransom,  and 
in  rendering  t^ie  equivalent  for  the  demand 
against  them. 


absurdity,  and  also  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  that  they  are  one. 

Talk  of  Arminianism  \  Why  this  scheme 
out  Herod's  Herod!  Old  Arminius,  the 
Wesley's,  Adam  Clark  and  all  the  hosts 
of  Arminian  Authors  must  surrender  the 
palm.  For  none  of  them  ever  contended 
that  the  sinner  could  do  any  ihiny  in 
maJcing  the  Atonement.  They  gave  Christ 
the  honor  of  tbat  achievement  without  their 
Co-operation,  but  that  after  the  atonement 
was  made  iho  sinner  could  tielp  along  a> 
little  by  h\s  effort  prai/ers,  &lc.  Terhaps 
that  poet  who  sung  o(  "mingling  his  tears 
with  Jesus'  blood,"  might  have  believed  in 
that  theory.  It  is  strange  that  the  passages 
of  scripture  that  represent  the  believers 
yufieriug,  dying,  as  crucified,  &;c — with 
Chiist,  all  of  which  is  accomplished  under 
the  reign  ofdivine  grace  in  them,  should 
be  carried  to  Calvary  and  made    to  apply 
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to  his  death  there.    Paul  said,  I  am — not 
crucified  with    Christ — and   I  die 
The  believer  is  dead  io  the  law  by 
the  body  of  Christ — dead  to  sin — crucified 
j  unto  the  world  and  the  world  unto  him. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  shall    this  war 
j  about  the  prepositions,  with  and  for,  with 
I  the  o/>iM/a?i  of  a  created  life    and    head  of 
j  the  church,  be  allowed  to   rend  assunder 
I  and  break  the    peace    and    fellowship  of 
Zion  ?    If  this  is  to  be  done,  well  may  we 
take  up  the  lamentation  of  Divid,  '^Tell 
it  not  in  Oath,  publish  it  not  in  the  street.^ 
[of  Askelon,  fesf  the  daughters  of  the  Phil- 
was  a  I  '■^•'"^s   rejoice,  lest  the  daughters    of  the 
j  uncircumcised  triumph." 

Well  would  it  have  been  (or  ihose  who 
have  been  mainly  instrumental  in  introdu- 
cing these  new  doctrines  and  opinions, 
ajid  thereby  causing  divisions  and  oflences 
contrary  Io  the  doctrine  wo  have  iraiaed, 
if  they  had  oJ>servcd  their  owij  precepfrfi 
and  followed  -the  wise  counsel  which 
they  gave  in  years  past.  Sec  Signs  ist 
Vol.  page  255,  where  Eider  'J'roU  says  : 
—  '-'l  think  WG  have  cnoufih  :o  do    to  faco 


Nothing  is  clearer  than  this,  unless,  to 
get  out  of  the  diffiruiiy,  we  contend  that 
Chj^istdied  for  one  nbjrct  and  his  people  in 
him  for  another,  which  would  be  a  greater  j  the  oppo^ers  of  the  j??/,7'/osf  and  grace  of 
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God  as  revealed  in  his  sacred  word,  with 
an  unbroken/7'o;iZ,  without  suffering  our- 
selves to  be  divided  into  parties,  by  dis- 
putes about  our  individually  peculiar, 
notions  concerning  certain  points.  I  could 
also  bring  forward  peculiar  notions  of  my 
own  relative  to  certain  minor  pointS;  and 
most  of  us  could  probably  do  the  same, 
and  thus  introduce  a  continued  scene  ol 
disputes,  but  what  would  it  profit  ?  If ; 
there  even  was  a  tim^  that  called  fur  | 
unanimity  among  the  loilling  subjects  of 
Zions'King,  and  a  unitedly  firm  stand  in 
opposition  to  the  encroachments  of  will 
worship  and  anti-christjan  delusions,  that 
lime  is  now."  Yes  that  time  is  still  now — 
as  much  so  as  it  was  20  years  ago.  But 
I  will  now  close.  I  have  no  unkind  feel- 
ings  towards  any  and  would  cheerfully 
aid  in  any  way  consistent  with  the  truth 
as  it  is  ill  Jesus  to  effect  a  reconciliaticn. 


since  I  was  a  boy;  and  there  was  what  is 
called  a  protracted  meeting  going  on  not 
far  fro?n  me,  and  1  visited  "the  meelmg,  for  I 
wanted  to  do  all  I  could,  and  at  length  I 
found  out  that  I  could  do  nothing  :  but  when 
called  for  mourners,  as  they  say,  I  felt  that  I 
was  a  poor  hell  deserving  wretch,  and.  be- 
lieving* that  eternal  destruction  would  inevi- 
tably be  my  doom,  1  felt  willing  to  comply 
with  their  request,  for  I  had  tried  to  pray  o- 
vcr  and  over  again  and  again,  and  the  more 
just  my  condemnation  appeared,  until  all 
hopes  were  gone,  and  you  who  have  wit- 
nessed this  trying  scene,  can  tell  and  feel 
for  my  poor  sad  condition.  But  at  length, 
one  day,  while  traveling  along  in  the  open 
field,  I  felt  that  I  had  as  much  of  a  burden  as 
I  could  bear,  and  in  an  instant  it  was  all  gone 
and  I  felt  like  a  new  man — my  burden  gone 
and  seemed  tome  that  the  condition  of  every 
thinjT  was  changed,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that 
the  first  thing  that  occurred  to  my  mind  was 
to  pray  for  those  whom  I  looked  upon  as 
being  my  enemies,  and  seemed  to  me  in  a 
short  tiraethat  I  was   willing  to    have  that 


It  has  not  been  my  design  to  try   to   place  jsame  old  burden  back  again  for  fear   that  I 


any  one  in  a  false  position,  or  to  misrep- 
lesent  their  vievv^s.  What  the  record 
shows  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  whether 
that  will  sustain  what  I  have  set  down  or 
not  ;  and  I  want  my  testimony  against  those 
doctrines  to  go  into  history  in  a  tangible 
form,  and  will  cheerfully  abide  the  issue 
that  may  ensue  from    the   church    of  the 

living  Gotl,  which  is  the  pillar  and  ground 

of  the  truth. 

JOHN  CLARK, 
Bellfair  Mills,  Va.  Nov.  8lh,  1852. 


For  the  Primitive  Baptist. 
Dear  Bkotiieu  Temple: 

I,  for  the  first  lime,  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  I  would  v^rite   you  a  few  lines 


as  I  have  not  paid  you 
this  year.    I  also  wish 


for   the  Prrimitive 
to   take  Freedonj's 
Blade;  so  enclosed  you  will  find  two  dolhirs 
to  pay  for  each. 

1  feel  that  I  want  to  write  something  for 
the  brethren  and  sisters,  but  feeling  my*  inti- 
bility  and  imperfections.  I  almost  shud  ler 
at  the  task  ;  and  fearing  that  it-  may  not  be 
gratifying  to  their  feelings.  But  I  feel  to 
o^ive  you  a  small  sketch  of  my  travails,  as  1 
hope,  from  nature  to  grace. 

(n  the  Fall  of  1849,  I  became  distressed 
about  my  future  state,  more  so  than  common, 
for  at  times  1  have  felt  more  or  less'  so  ever 


had  not  suffered  enough  for  my  sins,  which 
were  so  heavy.    But  after  a  while  I  wanted 
to  join  the  church  and  I  did  join  the  Mission- 
ary Baptists  and  slaid    with  them  about  six 
months;  poor  unhappy  creature!  my  de- 
termination was  to  come  out  of  that  church 
a-nd  never  attempt  to  join  another   in  this 
world,  thinkmg  il  over  I  said  to  myself,  this 
will  place  me  in  a  bad  co,nditiou,for  I  have  no 
desire  to  go  back  to  the  vvor'd.    But  I  heard 
brother  John   H.    Daniel   preach  a  sermorj 
from  this  text:  "Go  ye  therefore  and  teach 
nil  nations,  baptizing  them   in  the  name  of 
the  Futher,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  comnr.anded  you,  and  lo, 
I  am  with  you  aK\ay.  even   to  the  end  of 
the  WO]  Id,"  and  I  verily  thought  that  he  took 
^  ihis  text  to  preach  to  me  only  or  individual- 
!  !y,he  prenchea  about  the  travail  of  a  sool  un- 
til   I   was  astonished,   for  I  began  to  think 
how  is  it  possible  that   he  cfln  desctihe  my 
feelings  so  much  better  than   I   could  tell 
them?  I  am  freely  to   confess"  that  sermon 
was  a  convincing  one  to  me,  the  word  preach- 
ed attended  with   the   Holy   Spirit,  I  hope 
was  applied  to  my  understanding  and  1  feel 
.10  thank  my  Muster  in  heaven  for  the  hope, 
ahhouo^h  small  and  little  as  I  be,  my  breth- 
ren  and  sisters,  what  [   have  experienced 
crives  me  cause  to  exclaim  with  the  poet^ 

Ciod  iiiovetJ  ill  a  mysterious  way 
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His  wonders  to  perform, 
He  pl.uits  his  footsteps  in  the  sea 
And  rides  u])oii  the  storm. 

1  was  rohaplizf^d  the  4ih  Sunday  in  Sept, 
1851,  nnd  that  willingly. 

I  will  close  for  fear  that  this  scribble  niny 
bo  in  the  uavof  other  communications. 

Brother  Temple,  if  there  is  anything 
worth  attention  in  this,  publish  it,  it  you 
think  not,  liiy  it  aside,  all  will  be  vvell  with 
your  unworthy  brother  in  trihnbuions. 

f^ENRY  HARRINGTON. 
North  Carolina^April  20±,  1853. 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  30,  1853. 


Some  brother  (we  have  forgotten  his 
name)  wishes  us  to  give  our  views  on 
the  Srd  ch.  and  5th  v.  of  John,  which  is 
as  follows  :  "Jesus  answered,  Verilv, 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man 
be  born  of  water  and  of  *the  spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
The  Saviour  here  was  evidently  preach- 
ing to  Nicodcmus  the  doctrine  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  new  birth,  or  being  born 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  the  doctrine  of 
regeneration  ;  of  wliicli  doctrine  Nic- 
odemus  appeared  to  know  nothing  about, 
or  could  not  understand  it.  Y'et  Jesus 
continues  ;  verse  T  :  "ye  must  be  born 
again."  Y^ou  will  observe  Jesus  did  not 
say  to  Nicodemus  you  have  been  born 
again,  but,  "marvel  not  that  I  said 
unto  thee,  ye  must  be  born  again.  Now 
why  Jesus  preached  this  doctrine  to  a 
man  not  born  of  the  spirit,  we  leave 
others  to  decide.  Nicodemus  appears 
not  to  have  been  diificulted  about  the 
first  birth  which  we  .  gather  from  his 
own  language.  .  1  v :  ''Nicodcmuo  saith 


I  unto  him,  How  can  a  man  be  born  when 
j  he  is  old  ?  can  he  enter  the  second  time 
junto  his  mother's  womb  and  be  born  ?" 
I  Thus  you  can  see  where  Nicodemus  was 
I  difficulted  ;  as  many  may  be  to  this  day 
1  about  the  text  now  under  consideration. 
I  We  make  no  pretentions  of  being  perfect, 
I  but  such  light  as  we  have  we  give,  and 
I  if  others  have  a  better  view  of  the  text 
j  we  will  not  fall  out  with  them  for  it,  as 
I  we  are  perfectly  willing  that   the  true 
I  meaning  of  the  text  should  be  known. 
1  Now  as  to  being  born  of  the  water,  we 
'  understand  to  mean  tlie  first  or  natural 
birth,  as  people  are  meant  in  some  texts 
of  scripture  as  the  voice  of  many  waters, 
kc.    See   Rev.   Math.  3  6  :  "That 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is   flesh  ;  and 
that  which  is  born  of  the  spirit  is  spirit. 
Then  tliis  text  docs  'not  prove   that,  to 
be  born  of  the  water  means  water  bap. 
tism  as  some  attempt  to  construe  it,  for 
then  must   we  be  baptised  witli  flcsli 
instead  of  water.    The  idea   of  hcm<z 
baptised  as  an  introduction  to  the  spir- 
itual birth,   is  grossly    arroneous ;  it 
means  no  such  thing,  nnd  has  no  war- 
rant from  Holy  writ,  but  stands  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  truth  of  the  Bible, as 
the  Bible  doctrine  stands  thus,  and  will 
eternally  stand  so,  that  regeneration  and 
faith  in  Jesus  stands   as  a    requisite  to 
I  baptism  and  not  baptism  to  insure  or 
j  lead  on  to  re':2;encration  and  faith  in  the 
i  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    Nor  neither  do  we 
j  consider  .faith  as  a  prerequisite  to  rc- 
•  generation  ;  re'2;eneration   is  by  tlic 
spirit,  and  faith  the  fruit  of   the  spirit, 
I  are  prerequisites  to  baptism.  The  Eunuch 
I  said  to  Phillip,  "see  here  is  water,  what 
j  doth  .  hinder  me  to  be  baptised  V  "Phil- 
I  ip,  said  unto  him,  If  thou  believest  wil)i 
i  all  thine  heart  thou  mayest.    And  ho 
:  .said,  "I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
j  Son  of  God."    Here  you  see  that  faith 
wasre(iuircd   before    baptism.  Again, 
,  when  Peter  preaehcd  to  Corueliuj  and 
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them  that  liad  assembled,  the  Holy  |  how  seen.  "Except  a  man  be  born  of 
Ghost  fell  on  them  ;  Peter  perceiving  |  ^yater,  and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot  see 
this  said,  "Who  can  forbid  Avater  Avho  |  the  Kingdom  of  God."  The  Sd  v.vve  find 
have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  u^cannot  see  the  Kingdom  of  God."  The 
we  ?  Kot  that  would  receive  the  Holy  |  5th  we  find  "cannot  enter  into  the  King- 
Ghost  ;  but  have,  already  received  it.  |  dom  of  God."  The  Kingdom  of  God  here 
Again,  our  Lord  said,  go  ye  into  all  i  spoken  of  as  "cannot  see  without  being 
the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  j  born  again,  "  is  in  our  views  the  Gospel 
every  creature,  he  that  believeth  and  is  '  Kingdom — the  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
baptized  shall  be  saved."  Mark  that,  >  God.  To  see  this  Kingdom  is  by  the 
he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized,  not  he  [  Holy  Spirit  enlightning  tlie  understand- 
that  is  baptized  and  believeth,  but  he  j  ing,  by  producing  faith  as  its  fruit,  and 
that  believeth  and  is  baptized.  Then  it  i  taking  of  Christ's  rich  and  all-atoning 
is  sufficiently  proven  by  the  Bible,  that  |  sacrifice  of  himself 


regeneration  and  faith  in  Christ  is  re- 
quired before  baptism.  Then  our  idea 
is,  that  to  be  born  of  the  water,  is  to  be 
born  of  the  flesh,  or  first  or  natural 
birth,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  be 
born  of  the  spirit  without  being  born 
first  of  the  water  or  flesh,  as  the  first 
birth  in  the  arrangement  to  the  second, 
not  that  the  first  is  productive   of  the 


as  the  ransom  price 
of  that  eternal  redemption  for  us,  ac- 
cording to  the  appointment,  purpose  and 
counsel  of  God,  in  which  Christ  was  our 
purposed  redemption,  wisdom,  righteous- 
ness and  sanctification  k  ^hew  it  to  them. 
The  manner  &  transfer  of  this  to  the  heirs 
of  promise,  is  equally  as  early  purposed 
so  that  every  jot  and  tittle  of  Goa's  pur- 
pose should  be  in  his  own  time  and  way 


Kecond  birth,  but  that  it  brings  that  into  i  brought  to  accomplish  precisely  all  that 
existence,  which  is  to  be  born  again  or  I  ^yas  purposed  and  no  more.  This  is  in 
quickened  into  divine  life.  Then  it  |  accordance  with  and  after  the  counsel  ot 
presents  itself  to  our  understanding  that ;  Q^yj^  ^yin^  yy\^Q  ^oi-l^s  and  none  can 
the  soul  is  born,  or  comes  into  the  j  i^inder  ;  who  w?ll  do  all  his  pleasure  and 
world  with  the  body,  or  no  natural  birth,  j  pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  pros- 
Hencc  our  Lord  uses  the   woids  ^'^orn  ;  j^-g  ^^^^^  ^^^^  gj^^U         ^j^^  ^j,^. 

again,"  which  gives  us  to  ^n^erstand  ^  ^.^^.^     j^-^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^.^^^^^^ 
that  it  had  been  born  before  what  >vas  i  ^.^.^^^-^^^  of  Jesus  from   the  dead  for 
again  to  be  born,  not  of  comiptable  but !  our  justification,  that   he  might   be  the 

esurrection  and  Fife  to  the  heirs  of  salva- 
tion and  his  ascention  to  the  right  hand 


incorruptable  seed,   even  the  Word  of,  i  ^. 
God  which  is  spirit  and  life,  and  abideth 
forever. 

We  next  notice  the  necessity  of  being 


of  God  to  make  intercession  for    us  ac- 

,  cording  to  the  will  of  God,  that  our  souls 
born  again  to  see  the  Kingdom  of  God.  i  ^^^^^^^  j^^^,^      ^^^j^^^,  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

Without  being  born  of  God  we  have  eyes  I  ^^^^^^.^^^^^.^^^^         ^^^^   ^^.-^^-^^^  ^^e 


and  see  not,  ears  and  hear  not,  and  hearts 
and  understand  not  :  and  unless  these 
organs,  spiritually  speaking,  are  operat- 
ed upon,  the  soul  remains  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins,  void  of  evcingelical  re- 
pentence,  without  Avhich  the  soul  must 
perish  eternally,  and    of  course  not  see 


the  Kingdom  ot 
not  it  e  the  King* 


Gjd.  We  next  shall 
um  here  t})okcn  of  and 


vail,  whither  the  forerunner  for  us  hath 
entered,  that  the  body  should  be  with  its 
head,  as  the  body  in  its  militant  state 
should  be  with  its  head,  in  gospel  doc- 
trine, in  token  of  its  final  exit  and  trium- 
phant state  with  their  glorious  Father. 
0,  brethren  !  have  you  seen  this 
I  dom   of  free  and 


King- 


feovereign  rcignin^ 


grace  ?    If  so,  tiicu  we  verily   believe  i  author,  from  the  folh 

you  are  born  again  ;  and   for   an   evi-!  First,  That  we  are  opposed  to  a  series 

dence  of  its  being  correctly  seen  is,  that  of  controversy  in  the  Primitive  Baptist 

al!  that  have  ever  seen  this  gospel  King- ,  2nd,  That  Elder  Dudley's  reply  is  well 

dom,  is  as  dure  to  love  it  and   admire  it,  calculated  to  call  forth  another  from 

as  God  exists,  and  enters  into  it  by  love. ;  Thompson,  on  account  of  his  character 

Says  Jesus,  I  in  you  and  you  in  me,  and  ;  as  charged  by  Dudley  of  wilfull v  Ivin- 

I  in  the  Facher.    This  is  in  accordance  '       Tlinmr^cr.,.  «      i"^        ^  " 

.  ,  ^         .  ,  ,  ;  ^"ciinorapson  \^ouId  expect  room  m  the 

with  raul  s  view  01  the  case  who   said,  i  nf  fi.«  7>,  r  i 

-,11  TP    •     ,  . '  ^^^^'"11^=^  01  the  J.  rimitive  for  another, 

or  ye  are  dead  and  your  Iiie  is   hid  ,vlnVli  m,VLf  j.\  r 

^   ,        ,      ,  .    /^^liicii  migtit  call    lorth  another  from 

^vith  Chris  in  God  ;  and   when   ^linst  |  Dudley,  and  where  and  when  the  matter 

xvho  IS  our  hte  shall  appear,  then  shall ;  ,,ould  srop,  the  Lord  only  knows.  3d 

ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.  .  ^y^ .  consider  it  would  h 

A  word  or  two  on  the  manner  of  this 

transfer  and  we  close.    The  transfer  of 


the  righteousness  of  Christ  is  by  impu- 
tation ;  is  also  eternal  and  carried  out 
in  time  accordingly.  Rom.  iv.  11  : 
"And  he  received  the  sign  of  circumcis- 
ion a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  the 
faith  which  he  had,  yet  being  circumcis- 
ed, that  he  might  be  the  Father  of  ^all 
them  that  believe,  tho'  they  be  not  cir- 
cumcised ;  that  righteousness  might  be 
imputed  unto  them  also."  Roc*.  iv.'G  : 
'*Even  as  David  also  describcth  the  bles- 
sedness of  the  man  unto  whom  God  im 
puteth  righteousness  without  works.' 
Then  the  transfer  is  by  imputation 
through  faith  in  his  name, which  faith  is 


ave  a  tcnaency 
to  distract  and  confuse  the  flock  of  God 
without  making  any  remuneration,  or 
fix  their  standing  more  secure  than  be- 
fore. 4th, That  it  would  crowd  out  oth- 
er communications  that  is  better  calcula- 
lated  to  feed,  comfoit  and  build  up  the 
children  of  God  in  the  Holy  Faith,  and 
strengthen  them  in  this  unfriendly  world 
more  than  all  the  heart-burning  contro- 
versy in  the  world. 

■  5th,  That  in  tho  concluding  remarks 
of  Elder  G.  M.  Thompson  of  his  expose 
of  Elder  Dudley's  doctrine,  he  said : 
,  "But  I  hope  the  conflict  is  about  over, 
for  severaUhurches  have  come  out  of  El- 
der D's  Association{the  Lickinnr,)and  fer- 


tile faith  of  God,  the  gift  of  God,  and  !  ^  "^^^^  Association  upon  the  old  plat- 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  Brother,  don't] form  of  the  Baptists,  and  every  Associ- 
you  think  it  very  near  all  is  of  grace  ?  !  ation  in  Kentucky  that  did  heretofore 
Yea,  it  is  altogether  the  gift  and  gi-ace  '  correspond  with  Elder  D's  Association, 
of  God.  How  beautiful  this  Kingdom  1 1,^,.^  .bopped  their  correspondence,  and 
looks  to  all  whose  unaerstandinirs   haveii  w        ^       ^  \     i-  i- 

,  y  \        1.  1^       .    I  have  ceased  to   acknowloflse  him  or  his 

been  enlightened  to  see  it   and  receive! 

it.    Then  you  enter  in  to  rest,— resting  |  P^^'^^      ^^'^  Baptists, 
in  Christ's'works  instead  of  your  own—'     We  have  reasons  to  believe  that  peace 
rest  from  your  labour  under  the  law  as  ■  is  desirable  v»ith  the  children  of  God  ev- 
God  also  rested  from  his  labour.  j  erywhere.    If  other  religious  periodicals 

'"'^'^A  communication  sent  us  byj''^^'^  disposed  to_  open  their  columns  for 

T.'^„i..-„i-__  I  Such  controversies   we  cannot  heln  it; 


P.  Dudley,  of  Kentucky  j  ^^^^^ 

■  '  but  on  our  part  we  shall  try  to  be  guard- 
ed against  it. 

We  now  say,  if  we  could  be  fnniisliod 
with  the  CircLilar  Letter  alluded  to,  wo 
publish  it  in  the  Primitix  c.  Then 


Elder  Thos 

said  to  be  a  reply  to  Elder  G.  M. 
Thompson's  objection  to  the  doctrine 


couched  in  a  certain  Circular  letter  found 
in  the  Minutes  of  an  Association,  we 
presume,  in  Ky.,  on  the  subject  of  the 

'•Christian  Warfare,"  we  return  to  Vac  '  the  reader  ivould  have   both  sides  of  tho 
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(juestioii,  and  judge  for  themselves, 
-whether  Thompson  or  Dudley  Avas  right 
or  wrong.  But  to  hunt  up  private  imper- 
fections one  against  the  other,  is  only  wi- 
dening the  breach  of  fellowship  instead 
of  coming  to  the  point  in  hand.  Is  the 
Circular  true  ?  or  is  it  false  ?  This  is  the 
question.  Now  let  us  have  the  Circular 
Letter  and  we  will  publish  it,  and  then 
our  readers  will  have  the  views  of  both 
Thompson  and  Dudley  fairly  set  before 
thcni  as  they  would  have,  as  to  depend 
on  further  controversy. 

Eld-er  Dudley  informs  us  that  he  has 
mailed  to  us  tv*  ice  the  Minute  contain- 
ing the  Circular  alluded  to  above  ;  but 
we  have  no  knowledge  of  its  ever  arri- 
ving. We  would  thank  him,  or  any 
brother,  or  friend,  to  forward  the  same 
to  us. 

As  several  of  our  patrons  have 
written  to  us  to  know  how  their  accounts 
stands ;  in  order  to  save  postage  and 
writing  to  those  vrho  may  wish  to  know-, 
we  would  lefer  them  to  the  date  of  their 
receipts  in  the  Primitive  Baptist. 

We  would  simply  sugjest  to  the 
subscribers  for  the  debate  of  .Elder 
Thompson  and  Bennett,  the  propriety 
of  adding  to  the  subscription,  where  the 
subscribers  subscribe  for  1,  2,  and  3 
copie?,  to  increase  it  to  four  in  order  to 
make  it  more  convenient  to  make  remit- 
tancOy  as  we  have  no  paper  that  is  cur- 
rent under  one  dollar  notes,  and  the  de- 
bate being  4  copies  to  the  dollar.  Al- 1 
so  any  other  number  subscribed  for  that  | 
would  come  to  even  dollars,  as  specy  is 
not  so  convenient  to  send  by  mail.  E.i>. 


APPOINTM  EN  IV. 
TJiirwell  I'eniplo  will,  by  appoiii'.mciit,  preach  at 
the  Fails  of  1  ar  iv'ver  on  the  5th  Sunday  iii  May 
Jiext,  and  Satniday  before.  Monday  the  30th, 
Ilardyways  ;  Tuesday  31st,  at  Tarborough  ;  Thurs- 
day 2d  June,  at  Old  Town  Creek,  Friday  3d,  at 
White  Oak  ;  .Saluiday  -illi,  i.U  \\ ikoi\  ;  tsiuiday 
othj  atCoutciitiica. 


O'NoTicE — We  shall  endeavour  get  out  fhe 
Debate  between  Elder  G.  M.  Thompson  and  Mr. 
Mark  i^ennet  to  take  with  us  to  the  above  ap- 
pointments, so  that  all  those  who  wish  to  procure 
the  Debate  as  above  mentioned,  those  who  have 
subscribed,  and  others  who  can  make  it  convenient, 
can  doso without  the  expense  of  mailage.  The, 
subscriptions  are  coming  in  freely  for  the  Debate 
and  as  we  expect  only  to  strike  about  2,000  copies, 
those  who  wish  to  secure  the  work  at  25  ceivts 
per  copy,  had  belter  send  in  their  amount  of  sub- 
scription at  the  most  earliest  opportunity — vvhether 
they  be  Whigs  or  Democrats, — Missionary  or  Airti- 
Missionary,  Professor  or  no  j)rofessor, — all  in 
a  greater  or  lesser  degree  may  feci  some  anxiety  to 
see  the  organization,  and  grounds  occupied  by  each, 
speaker,  the  scripture  introduced  for  proof  on  eithei 
side,  and  the  arguments  and  explanations  thereon  ; 
will  we  think  satisfy  to  the  amount  of  25  cents,  if  no 
more.  Mr.  Bennett  taking  the  affirmative,  the 
Modern  Missionary  system  was  according  to  scrip- 
ture. Elder  G.  M.  Thompson,  the  negative.  Each 
spake'  30th  minutes  at  a  time  until  they  had  spokew 
twice  each.  IFhen  at  the  close  one  hour's 
atcrmissiou  was  given  ;  and  then  Thompson  taking 
the  affirmative,  Bennett  the  negative,  to  speak  as 
above  described  of  thirty  minutes  speeches  each,  so 
as  to  consume  two  hours. 

After  the  close,  Mr.  J5emiett  challenged  Thomp- 
son'again,  which  was  accepted  by  Thompson,  tty 
take  place  in  Goldsborough  under  the  same  rules  a» 
the  first. 

in;^  Thompson's  and  Bennett's  Debates 
are  now  out  of  Press,  and  will,  in  a  few 
days  be  ready  for  delivery,  at  25  cents  per 
copy. 

^  0  M  M~  u  n1:  ^o^  T  I  0  N 

For  the  Primitive  Baptist. 
Dear  Bko.  Temple  : 

I  now  send  you  a  few  names  for  the 
Debate  of  brother  Thom[>son  and  Mr. 
Be»nett.  Sir.ee  it  rs  tiie  request  of  brolbrr 
Thompson  that  the  sisters  would  write 
through  the  Primitive.  But  it  is  a  point 
I  long  to  know  vvhether  I  am  one  of  the 
little  flock  or  not  ;  but  there  ig  one  thing 
I  We\  like  I  can  witness,  that  is,  the  com- 
pany  ofsaints.  It  is  precious  moments 
to  me  »o  hear  christian.'?  tell  of  the  dealings 
ol  God  with  their  sou'  and  how  he  has 
directed  their  steps  through  the  houbles 
of  life  and  how  they  have  been  fed  by  the 
preaching  of  the  got;pel. 

1  was  in  deep  dialres^    when  1  received 
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brolher  Thompsoii*s  communication,  but 
after  reading  it  iny  soul  was  made  to  re 
joice  tha'.  there  was  a  way  prepared  for  us 
to  hear  from  them,  that  we  never  expected 
to  see  one  another  ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord 
has  united  our  hearts  together  in  love. 

Dear  brother,  it  ajjpears  like  the  hour  of 
temptation  has  come  upon  all  the  world  I 
(o  try  them  that  dwell' upon  the  earth — a 
X'tme  to  try  men's  souls,  for  judgement  is 
turned  away  backward,  and  justice  sland- 
eth  a  far  ofl",  for  truth  is  <allen  in  the 
streets  and  equity  cannot  enter,  and  our 
enemies  come  in  like  a  flood.  'I'he 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard 
against  ihen\  ;  we  have  nothing  else  to 
resort  to  but  ihe  words  of  our  Lord  ;  for 
they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life,  and  he 
will  comfort  all  that  mourns — and  for 
Zion's  sake,  dear  broiher,  hold  not  your 
peace  !  for  I  believe  that  you  are  one  ot 
the  watchmen  that  shall  never  hold  their 
peace  day  nor  night,  and  you  that  make 
mention  of  the  Lord  keep  not  silence  ; 
stand  to  your  post  ;  give  the  adverfearies 
i»o  occasion  to  speak  reproachful  of  us, 
for  I  believe  the  Lord  is  provoked  with 
strange  vanities. 

When  I  try  to  comfort  myself  against 
^sorrow,  my  heart  is  iaint  within  me.  To 
see  my  children  and  neighbors  all  running 
in  idolatry,  ihe  fear  of  the  Lord  is  not 
before  their  eyes.  1  know  that  it  is  not 
in  man  to  direct  his  steps,  but  man 
ought  to  consider  as  frtim  God  every  bless, 
ing  flows,  and  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  in  vain.  I  am  astonished  that  men 
of  good  sense  can  not  speak  the  truih, 
It  appears  that  we  are  not  to  trust  a 
brother,  for  every  ruler  will  walk  with 
slander.  Oh!  that  my  head  were  rivers  of 
waters  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears, 
that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  my 
people.  Sometimes  I  feel  like  (hat  I  would 
be  glad  if  I  had  a  lodging-place  that  1 
could  go  from  my  people  and  forget  that 
1  had  any.  And  at  other  times  my 
mind  is  destitute  of  love,  and  1  am  in  per- 
fect peace. 

Dear  Brolher  Temple,  I  must  come  to  a 
close  ;  if  you  think  this  is  vvorthy  of  a  place- 
in  your  paper,  after  correcting  all  mistakes, 
put  it  in ;  if  not   through   it   by,  and  I 


hope  ever  to  remain  you  loving  sister  unli'l 
death. 

ESTHER  REECE. 
N.  C,  March  17,  1853. 

For  tiio  Primitive  liapli:^t. 

To  all  tlie  brethren  and  sisters  wbo 
raacl  the  Primitive,  and  especially  the 
brethren  in  the  Ministry. 

VekyDeaii  Biietiiiu:n and  sisters: 
—By  refeing  to  the  2-l:th  No.  and  IGth 
Vol.  of  the  Primitive,  page   375,  you 
will  there  discover  a  communication  sign- 
ed John  W.  B  urge.    That  communica- 
tion was  designed  to  give  a  superficial 
experience  from  nature  to  grace  ;  this  is 
designed  to  give  a   delineation  of  my 
call  to  the  Ministry  (if  indeed  I  have 
been  called  at   all.)    And  whether  I 
know  anything  about  an   experience'  of 
grace,  or  a  call  to  the  Ministry  or  not, 
there  is  one  thing  I  am  very  sanguine  of, 
that  is,  a  man  may  be  a   christian  and 
have  no  call  to  the  Ministry,  bat  he  can- 
not be  a  true  Minister  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  called  of  God  unless  he  be  a _  chris- 
tian, and  while  he  who  is  a  christian  on- 
ly, he  doubts  but   one  experience,  'the 
Minister  of  Jesus  doubts  two.    If  ever 
the  Lord  revealed  himself  to  me  in  the 
pardon  of  my  sins,  it  was  not  far  from 
I  the  middle  of  August,  1833  ;  and  ou  the 
!  4th  Sunday  in  the  same  month  I  joined 
I  the  Old  Baptist  Church  and  was  bap- 
I  tized,  bemg  fully  convinced  in  feelings 
that  it  was  the  only  true  church  of  God 
organized  on  earth,  and  am  to-day  of 
the  sam-e  opinion,  tho'  there   be  many 
christians  out  of  it.    Not  long  after  I 
join'd  the  church  I  felt  some  strange  foe- 
lings,  such  as  I  never  had   before,  and 
what  these  strange  and  peculiar  feelings 
could  indicate  I  was  at  a  loss  to  know. 
Som«  times  I  felt  the  spirit   of  prayer 
and  supplication  for  my  fellow-travelers 
to  the  grave,  and  thought  a  t  the  same 
time  I  would  like  to  exhort  them  to  re- 
pentance in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
believeing  at  the  same  time  that  every 
good  and  perfect  gift  comcth  down  from 
above,  and  from  the  Father  of  lights  in 
whom  there  is  no  variableness   nor  the 
shadow  of  a  turn.  But  I  was  then  young, 
and  very  illiterate  and  thought  surely 
that  the  God  of  wisdom,  righteousness, 
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sanctification  and  redemption,  did  not 
require  such  an  important  thing,  of  such 
a  poor  imperfect  crealure  as  I  was.  The 
major  part  of  my  thoughts  were  on  that 
suliject.  1  tried  to  weigh  the  subject 
pra3erful(y.  Final!}'  I  gave  ^yent  to  my 
fellings  by  going  forward  publicly  in  sing, 
ing  and  prayer  and  sometimes  m  an  exhor- 
taiion,  and  sometimes  during  exercise  I 
would  have  pleasenl  teelings,  and  Some- 
times at  the  conclusion  of  those  services 
my  fellings  would  become  almost  inde- 
scribeable.  I  would  feel  entirely  empty 
and  destitute  believing  that  I  would  never 
wish  to  speak  in  public  again.  But  the 
worst  of  all  was,  I  greatly  feared  that  I 
had  wounded  the  feelings  of  (^od's  dear 
children,  and  brought  reproach  upon  the 
glorious  cause  oi  God,  which  cause  seem- 
ed to  be  nearer  to  me  than  natural  lite 
itself.  Things  went  on  in  this  way  for 
sometime:  finally,  while  retrospecting  the 
wisdom,  goodness,  and  perfections  of 
deity,  and  of  the  capacity,  literary  attain- 
mentsand  qualifications  of  other  men,  and 
then  looked  at  my  ignorant  self,  I  thought 
it  next  to  an  impossibility  for  God  to 
request  me  to  preach  the  gospel  ;  think- 
ing perhaps  it  was  all  my  carnal  notions. 

Having  taken  such  a  view  of  the  caseas 
above  staled,  I  endeavored  and  did  suppress 
my  feelings  to  sonie  extent,  from  the  autumn 
of  1835  to  auiumn  of  1837. and  duringthose 
iwo  years  I  had  feelings  I  never  expect  to  be 
able  to  communicate.  Dear  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  those  feelings  that  1  allude  to  are 
belter  felt  than  comitjunicated.  Sometimes 
when  1  was  about  my  domestic  affn'rs.  1 
would  almost  forget  what  I  was  doing,  how 
long  1  had  b>  en  there,  &c.  Sometimes 
when  I  would  be  traveling,  I  would  pass 
certain  houses  and  portions  oi  the  road  that  I 
could  not  recollect  of  passing.  But  when 
my  ihoughls  would  become  col le:ted  1  knew 
1  must  have  passed  ihfm  by  the  situation  1 
ihen  occupied.  Sometimes  of  nights  1  would 
sciircely  sleep  any,  my  niind  was  so  impress- 
ed wiih  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Chri?t,  and  when  1  would  fall  into  a  sleep, 
it  seemed  that  I  was  in  the  midst  of  a  Kir^e 
concourse  of  peopleand  preaching  unto  them, 
and  trying  lo  shew  unto  ibem  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. Brethren  and  sisters,  while  appa- 
rendy  I  would  be  talking,  praying,  exhort- 
ing, singing  and  preaching  wiih  ihose  peo- 
ple, it  apj>pareJ  that  ihe  Lord  was  wiih  me. 


land  was  pouring  his  Spirit  upon  the  people 
i  in  rich  ( f5usion,and  when  I  would  awake  out 
'  of  sleep,  my  soul  was  filled  with  God's  heav- 
enly love,  and  at  the  same  lime,  tears  of 
joy  was  streaming  from  my  eves.  About 
this  lime  I  would  have  freely  given  all  my 
earthly  siore  to  have  known  whether  the 
Lord  did  require  me  lo  preach  or  not.  I 
now  felt  wo  was  me  if  1  preached  not  the 
gospel  !  was  laid  upon  me.  Those  two 
years  that  1  spoke  of  above,  having  elapsed, 
and  my  feelings  being  such  I  could  no  lon- 
ger hold  my  peace  ;  hence  commenced  exer- 
cising my  gift  again, and  after  1  exercised  a* 
bout  12  months  the  brethren  thought  prop- 
er lo  grant  me  license.  Accordigly  on  the 
9ih  of  March,  1839,  the  church  being 
assembled,  proceeded  to  grant  me  written 
license.  After  which  time  1  continued 
trying  to  preach  Jesus  Christ  and  him  cru- 
cified until  December'  the  27th  1840;  at 
w^hich  time  the  church  had  a  Presbytery 
called  in  and  set  me  forward  for  ordination, 
and  afier  having  been  examined  by  the 
brethren  set  a  part  for  that  purpose,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  satisfaction  ot  the  church 
and  Pi  esbytery,  that  1  was  sound  in  the 
fundamental  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  I 
mean  the  doctrine  of  Eelection  &  Predesti- 
nation, and  the  impossibility  of  fallen  man 
redeeming  himself  by  his  own  fieewill  and 
ability,  and  believing  that  I  was  not  taking 
this  honor  to  myself^,  but  was  called  of  God 
as  was  Aaron,  where  upon  the  Presbytery 
did  most  solemnly  ordain  me  unto  the  work 
by  prayer  and  laying  on  of  hands.  Dear 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  that  was  a  solemn 
time  with  me. 

i  I  find  one  thing  in  my  credentials  (that 
be  before  me)  which  I  think  proper  to 
mention,  that  is,  "a  departure  from  the 
princirles  herein  professed,  either  in 
faith  or  practice,  ^vill  render  these  cre- 
dentials null  and  void."  And  now, 
bretln^en,  when  ever  I  depart  from  the 
principles  of  the  Old  Orthdox  Bap- 
tists, either  in  faith  or  practice,  (the  Bap- 
tists ought  if  they  don't,)  to  look  at  all 
my  acts  as  a  preacher  as  being  null  and 
void.  But  I  hope  I  shall  never  make 
that  departure. 

And  now,  dear  brethren  and  sisters, 
you  learn  from  what  I  have  written  that 
I  have  been  a  professer  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  laboured  under  impressions 
to  preach  some  4  years,  h:ive  been  a  li- 
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little  upwards 


of  14 
preacher  the  rise 


censed  preacher  a 
years,  and  an  ardained 
of  12  years.    Brethren  and  sisters,  du- 
ring my  experience  in  the  Lord.  I  have 
had  many  ups  and  downs,  and  when  T 
sum  it  all  up  what   is  the   conclusion  ? 
Why,  if  I  am  a  christian  the   Lord  has 
made  me  one  ;  and  can  say  with  Paul, 
^'by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am,"  j 
if  I  am  a  Mini'ster  of  the  gospel,  the  Lord  j 
hath  made  me  one.    I   cannot  say  for  | 
Cert«,m  that  I  am  a  christian,  but  I  hope  l 
I  ara»    I  cannot  s^y  for  certain,   that  I  j 
have  any  call  to  the  Mmistry,  but  I  be-  i 
lieve  I  have.  | 
I  will  say  in  conclusion,  there  jye  ma- ; 
ny  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  that  may 
see  this  piece,  that  have  never  seen  me, 
nor  I  them,  and  perhaps  never  will  in 
the  flesh.    But  I  feel  identified  w^th  you ' 
in  Spirit,  and  some  times  I  think  your 
God  is  my  God,  your  troubles,  my  trou- 
bles, your  joys  my  joys,  and   your  land 
of  rest  my  eternal  home.    Some  times 
with  all  my  unwortliy  feelings  I  can  j-oin 
with  the  poet  and  say, 

Poor  and  afiiicled  Lord  are  thine, 
Among  the  great  unfit  to  shine, 
And  iho'  ihe  world  rnay  think  it  stfange. 
They  would  not  with  the  world  exchange. 

F arewell  in  gospel  bonds. 

JOHN  W.  BURGE. 
Tenn.,  April  14th,  1853. 


La. 
Va. 

(; 
U 

Miss. 


RECEIPTS 


A.  J. 


Gea. 


■Cak'iu  RnfF  2  copif  s    to  ApriJ 

^4,  and  4  copies  of  ihe  Debaio, 

KIder  Aiiili-ew  HixW  to  52, 

Green  Z?ridgeinan  for  52, 
Z.  Roberts  to  53, 

Pheraby  .4dkerso4i  to  53, 

Mildred  /^lipping  fo.-  53, 
George  //ill  for   aelf  53,  and 

Tunsyl  for  53, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Weatlu  rs  52,  3, 

Jolin  //errington  to  Jan.  15,  53, 

//enry  //erringlon  for  53, 
J.  A.  Miles  53,  oub  Hymn  Book 

two  copies  Debate, 
J.  McKmney  53, 

John  R.  Russell  for  57,  and 
one  dollar  Tho.  Stephens, 
George  Brown  for  self  4  dol- 
lar?, for  Primitive,  and  O,  L. 
Davis,  total, 
J.  \V.  Anderson  52. 


i  GO 
I  CO 
1  00 
I  00 
1  01) 

1  00 

2  00 
2  Oo 
1  ou 

1  00 

2  00 
I  00 

5  00 


5  00 
1  00 


Miles  M.  Branson  April  23rd 
53, 

Andrew  B.  Tarvrr  53, 
John  Barwick  8  copies  us  fol- 
lows, to  Self  6  copies  10  An- 
drew B.  'i'iirver  I  copy,  and 
Nathan  Barwick  1  cf)py,  toi-.d, 
J.  Pickens  for  52,  53,   and  2 
copies  (il  Dt  baU', 
W.  A.  Dawson  to  53, 

A.  Doss  to  Api  il  23id  54, 
Elder  W.  Eiincs   for  Nancy 

Crews  10  Apiil  28  h,  54, 
John  Halbert  to  54, 
Coleinan  Nichols  fo    self  to 
54,  and  W.  Marsh  to  54, 
Wm-Thi<?ppn  lorsilfApiil 
r2,  to  54,  Noah  Williams  for 
50,  5i,52.  Isaac  Lind  to  April 
12,  54,  loiiti, 

Edward  Beamon  2  for  se/f  2 
for  L.Vannersdale  and  one  for 
James  El  linglon  total, 
U.  H.  Bardin  53, 
Jacob  Lendsey  for  self,  54,  lor 
James  L.  Morgan  50,  J.  H. 
Pickins  lo  April  23id,  for  54, 
Jacob  Peler,  Samuel  Davis, 
N  B.  Hobscn   Wm.  Norton 
total. 

l?9iah  Haiber  to  Apiil  23rd 
54, 

James  Armstrong  for  self  and 
Jpsse  Arnistr(H)g  to  Api'il 
23. d,  54, 

Robeit  SuundpfS  for  Joseph 

B.  Evens  U)  Sih  of  April  52, 
and  Wm  Pniy  lo  6'h  of  Apnl 
54, 

Wm.  J.  Croci^pr for  5o, 
Jason  Mailock  for  s.  ll, 
Elij  ih  BpII  for    self.  Divid 
Prince,  J  B.  Wiishiiioloii.  Id- 
Y.  Mitchol,  Miss  Susan  Mor- 
gan, for  5o,  total. 
"      J.  W.  Moore  lor  Lovel  Dor. 
inon, 

B.  H.  Harrissun, 
Francis  A.  BrjartI  to  52, 

"      Elisha    Wiggins  to  54, 
>'      Jubal  Garperuer  for  self  53, 
and  J.  Crocell  53,  4  copies 
of  Oebiites. 
Texas.     W.  P.  Mouldian  for  olhfrs 
to  April  15ih,  53,  J-  11.  Brow 
Jjmes  Jeffrey,  John  Burlison, 

C.  W.  Dolihiie,  Thos.  Sintion 
J.  W.  Rale, 

Ky.     Tho?.  Vass  for  52, 


I  00 
1  00 


4  00 

2  50 
1  00 
I  00 

I  CO 

1  00 

2  00 


5  00 


5  00 
1  00 


Tenn 


Ala, 


7  00 
1  00 

5  00 


2  00 
•1  00 
4  Oil 


5  00 

1  Oii 
I  00 
1  OU 
1  00 


3  00 


00 
1  00 


f28 


PRI  M  n  I  V  E  RAPTiST. 


AGENT  S 


N- Carolina. — Elder  Hosea  Prosluv, James  Mnny 
P.  Jones,  Wni  Cieorge,  Johu  0.  Nash.  Wm.  V, 
liuiris,  Tlios.  'I'iloiy,  Henry  .Sheperil,  Elder  C  F> 
llassell,  Austin  Durham,  Joseph  R.  CrBonj, 
(jreorge  Ne-^thercut,  Juuies  Potter,  G.  W.  Fill, 
Samuel  C.  Morrow,  Elder  Josiah  Smith,  Leonard 
Daniel,  Elder  James  Wilson,  Wm.  Barnes,  Simp- 
son Eata,  William  D.  Taylor,  M.  Wilder,  S  Has- 
Bell,  Sovereign  Purvis,  R.  Lcynolds,  Robert  Hatch- 
er, is'lder  John  H.  Kcnady.  Henry  Steplieus,  J. 
lloulder.  Eider  J.  H.  Dauiel,  Abner  Lamb,  Ad- 
am Hooker,  S.  Tatum,  W.  M.  Rushing,  J.  Mil- 
ler, C.  T.  Sawyer.  A.  B.  Bains,  Jr.,  William 
IV'elch,  L.  B.  iiennett,  Elder  James  H.  Sasser, 
IE  Ave'-a,  2?!der  jBenj.  Bynum,  W.  W.  M'Ac], 
Samuel  Sadler,  Elder  R.D.  Hart,  Q  A.  Ward, 
jMaximilan  Tatum,  W.  H  McKinney,  R.  W.  Hill, 
James  B.  Woodard,  Wm  Welch,  S.  P.Horton,'  Hud- 
son 5'tophens,  Josiah  Coats,  Dau.  Turlington,  Greeu 
Bridgeraan. 

S.Carolina. —  IVm  S.  Shaw,  J.  G.  .Bowers,  J. 
L.  Simpson,  M.  McGr^w,  W.  B.  Villard,  Sr.,  L. 
i/enderson,  A.  G.  Patrick,  Tolm  D.  Salisbury,  a- 
mos  Hill, J.  C.  Lucas,  la.  Mathews- 

Georgja. — A.  R,  Bafo;et,  John  Tomme,  L 
Stanly,  John  Mullins,  J.  jii.  Matthew.,  E.  Davis,  T. 
W.  Dearing,  R.  L.  fiayue,  Isham  Edwards, 
.  Jethro  Gates,  Mathew  Yates  Smith,  R.  S. 
Hamrick,  John  Barwick,  Da  ..  '^>ee],  A.  M. 
Thompson,  F.  Haggard,' J.  v,  il-llis,  W.  J.  Par- 
ker, Geo.  Leevis,  Bbnei  i)urliam,  /  Lassetter, 
Prior  Lewis,  Ezra  McCrary,  W.  p.  TajJJar,  W. 
Trice,  John  M.  Field,  '  ThoiHai'i  Ami%^'  x41Ieyi 
firown,  VV^.  White,  John  McKinney,  Wm.  Russel. 

Alahama. — W.  Johnston,  Wm  G. Knight,  Youno- 
Jjee,  Samuel  S.  Seibcs,  Alexander  White,  iV.S.iS'ian- 
aland,  Thos.  Sharpless,  T.  Dean,  i/cnry  Solomon, 
S.  Brooks,  James  S.  Morgen,  S,  Hamrick,  B. 
Upchurch,  Wm.  Taliey,  J.  McQueen,  J.  Car-, 
penter.  Sr.,  jG.  Dauiel,  J.  Daniel,  H.  Williams,  J 
!7.  Walker,  E.  Z?ell,  W.  Bizzell,  H  Dance, 
John  W.  Pellum,  A.  K^atoii,  J.  T.  Allen,  R.  W- 
Crutchcr,  ivobert  Smith,  Janie.->  F  watson,  R.  R- 
Thompson,  l^ubert  Grady,  Thomas  Townsend, 
jKIIy  B.  Turner,  M.  -jN.  Helms,  John  IFhitehead, 
Jr.;  D.  R,  r .  Kmg-fflQUiy  Petty,  Rufus  Daniel, 
T.  J.  Foster,  Young  Smith,  Vincent  Williams, 
A.  Hatley,  N.  N.  Barmore,  Elder  Benj.  Lloyd, 
John  Bryan,  Sr.,  Allen  Moore,  E.  M.  Amos, 
W.  7'homas,  John  Harrel,  F.  Picket,  Joel  H. 
Chambless,  C.  Crenshaw,  D.  Daniel,  H.  Allen. 

Te.n.ness. — Micliacl  Burkhalter,  Jami'S  Stalling, 
Isaac  Moore,  Henry  Turner,  jGlder  John  Ward. 
Samuel  Day, W^m  .Groom,  James  Shelton,  A 
Burroughs,  \^V'iiliam  McSee,  Pleasant  A.  Witt, 
Solomon  Ruth,    Goo.  Turner,   Ira  E.  Douthit, 

Missrss. — A^Jotters,  \ViHiam  Roberts,  E.  D. 
Petty,  Allen  Glover,  J.  S.  Martain,  Wm.  3/oore, 
Alford  Atkin.s,  L.  2'em[)le,  Jonathan  Hum- 
pliery,  Jolm  Sealiorn,   Wilson  Ilnnt,  Jolin  Ilal- 


bert,  Thomas  C.  Hunt,  Jos.  Edwards,  J.  Crawley 
James T.  J. Cockerham,  James  Lee,  John  David- 
son, A.  R.  T.  //arinond,  \  A-WaM-ho-i'sJ ,  C.  Nichols, 
Wm.  Davis,  Mark  PreJ?ett,  ^c^^e  S  Pare,  S. 
Parks,  S.  Canterberryi'.Uobejt  WilR's,  E.  Beeman, 
Alfred  Elfe,  John  W.-  t%d,  ^W.  L.  Palton. 


niiu  Garlington, 
.as.  Perkins,  Wm. 


i     LosiANA.-^Abuer,Sniith,  J 
'      (^  McGaughey,N.(^iird,^ 
I'M.  Squires 

j  J^i.oiML)A. — Hartweil  Watkius*  John  Seawell 
I  Lewis  Tucker.  u 


U-^ilIans.vs.— John  S.  Daniel,  Reuben  W.  Ellis 
( J.J.lVilpbfews,  .\^.  C.  Robertson,  C.  B.  Lander' 
|-Geoi«gse  l'V',.:.Rogea's,  James  C.  Cavvling,  J uo.  Harris. 

!     IVIiissouui. — James  Morrow. 

I 

IllinvJjs.  Tohn  A  lsbury. 

Indiana. — lyilson  Conner,  G.  Branson,  Thomas 
G.  Stephens,  Wilson  Thomi)sou,J.  A.  Thompson. 

Ohio.  TohnB.  Moses,  Samuel  Williams, 

Kentucky- — -Washington  Watts,  M.C.Hughs, 
Isaac //orn,  Tandy  James,  Skeltou  Renlro,  Levi 
Lancaster,  IJ!(^eE,G-  M. Thompson.  ^ 

ViRGiNi.».-4Rud(inphRorer,  Elder  John  Clark 
J.  S.Bryant,  Levi  Bishop,  Thomis  W'.  Walton.M 
Flippen,  A.  Rorer,  Jessee  Lankford,  Wm.  W 
West,  G  W  Conner. 

Texas. — George  Daniel,  John  II.  Cox,  K.  B. 
Stal  lings. 

P K  s s. — Jose p h  Ho  gh  es . 


TERMS. 


[LT'The  Pri.mitive  Baptist  is  published  on  or 
about  the  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each 
mouth,  at  ONE  DOLLAR  per  year,  payable  in  all 
cases  in  advance. — FIVE  DOLLARS  will  pay 
for  SIX  copies  subscribed  for  by  awy  ono  person  at 
any  one  Post  Office.  Current  Bank  Notes  whero 
subscribers  reside  will  be  received  in  pa)  meut. — 
Money  mailed  in  the  presence  ol'  Post  Masters  and 
sent  to  us  is  at  our  risk.  Letters  and  communica- 
tions should  be  invariably  posi-paid,  and  directed 
distinctly  to  '-Editor  Pkimitivb  Baptis  i-, -Raleigh 
North  Carolina." 


Job  Printing 

OFALL  KINDS  PROMPTLY^ 
executed  at  the  Office  of  the  Primitive  Baptist, 
about  nine  miles  Eeastof  /Raleigh.  Persons  who 
cannot  make  it  convenient  to  apply  at  the  Oflice 
in  person,  will  please  leave  their  favors  at  the  Store 
of  Messrs  Stiths,  Raleigh,  where  we  will  get  them 
Charges  will  be  moderate,  and  the  work  war- 
ranted to  be  good. 

B  UR  WELL  TEMPL  E. 


